














































































































































































































































733.10 (CONTINUED) 
* He intends to conduct an investigation 
based on information upplied by: 
* An untested informant, OR 
* A formerly reliable informant with 
whom the officer has had no contact 
for a period of at least three months. 
* He believes that an informant may 
be supplying information to another 
investigative unit within the 
Department. 

Investigating officers shall not 
conduct investigations based solely 
upon information supplied by an 
informant whose name appears in the 
Undesirable Informant File without 
approval of a staff officer. 

When the magnitude of an 
investigation necessitate the possible 
use of a known undesirable 
informant, the investigating officer's 
commanding officer shall be advised 
and shall contact his immediate 
superior at the staff level. The 
concerned staff officer shall ensure 
that a thorough investigation into the 
undesirable informant's background 
is conducted and shall be responsible 
for evaluating the results of the 
investigation and deciding whether to 
act upon information supplied by a 
known undesirable informant. 

733.20 UNDESIRABLE 
INFORMANT FILE. 
The commanding officer of each 
Area or each specialized investigative 
division shall , when an informant 
proves himself to be undesirable 

' forward a completed Form 5 .1 0 
' including details of the informant's 

undesirability, to the Office of 
Special Services. The word 
"Undesirable Informant" shall be 
placed in the left margin. 

The Office of Special Services shall 
be responsible for maintaining the 
Department-wide Undesi rab le 
Informant File. 

Criteria for classifying an informant 
as undesirable shall include, but no 
be limited to: 

* Acting in anyway which wou ld 
endanger the life of an officer, OR 
* Revealing the identity of any 
officer or the existence of an 
investigation to suspect during an 
investigation, OR 
* Attempting to use the Department 
to further his own cri minal 
objectives, OR 
* Alienating one police agency 
against another by giving fal se or 
misleading information to either or 
both agencies. 

226 Abridged Manual of the Los Angeles Police Department 

733.20 (CONTINUED) 
Note: The mere unreliability of an 
informant shall not necessarily 
qualify him for inclusion in the 
Undesirable Informant File. 

The Director, Office of Special 
Services, shall make the final 
determination as to the names of 
informants placed in the Undesirable 
Informant File. 

Whenever an officer queries the 
Undesirable Informant File and there 
is an entry under the informant ' s 
name, the Office of Special Services 
shall record the following 
information on the appropriate Office 
of Special Services forms : 

* The name and assignment of the 
officer requesting information; 
*The type of investigation; 
* Whether or not the undesirable 
informant is to be used; and, 
* The name and assignment of the 
staff officer approving the use of the 
undesirable informant. 

780. VEIDCLES
INVESTIGATION AND 
RELEASE. 

780.10 AREA OF 
IMPOUNDMENT-DEFINED. 
The area of impoundment is defined 
as the area in which the vehicle is 
actually stored. 

780.15 PRESENT OWNER
DEFINED. 
The present owner of a vehicle is 
defined as the registered owner on 
the records of the Department of 
Motor Vehicles. 

Exception: When the registered 
owner on record ha transferred his 
ownership rights, the present owner 
is the last person to whom equity or 
ownership of the vehicle has been 
transferred. 

780.77 HOLD ON VEIDCLE
TWO DAY LIMIT. 
An impounded vehicle shall not be 
held for investigation longer than two 
business days. 

Exception: The supervisor (Detective 
II or higher) of the investigator 
responsible for the release may 
authorize an extension when specific 
circumstances warrant. 
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